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Great Lakes Piping Plovers




What I1s a Piping Plover?




Length: 5.25”
Weight: 119 (.39 0z)
Wing span: 8”

Length: 10”
Weight: 779 2.7 0z)
Wing span: 17”

Length: 7.25”
Weight: 55¢g (1.9 0z)
Wing span: 19”







What other birds are

found on the beach?
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Where can one find

Piping Plovers?







Piping Plovers in the Great Lakes

Historic Distribution




Piping Plovers in the Great Lakes

Late 1980s




Piping Plovers in the Great Lakes

2015
Great Lakes Piping Plover
Breeding Locations




Why are

Piping Plovers
Endangered?




Reasons for Population Decline —
Market Hunting and Collecting




Reasons for Population Decline —
Shoreline Development




Reasons for Population Decline —
Increased Beach Recreation




Reasons for Population Decline —
Increase in Predator Populations







What do Piping Plovers

do during the year?




Great Lakes Piping Plover Non-breeding Season 2015-2016
Migration and Wintering Report Locations




Flight Display




Territorial Disputes




Scraping




Scrapes




Tilt Display










Chick Development




Chick Development




Chick Development




Fledging







Piping Plover Recovery Plan




¢ Non-governmental Organizations (UP Land Conservancy, TNC, Audubon Society, etc.)




Volunteers, Interns and Landowners




At least 150 pairs for 5 consecutive years,
with
100 of them in Michigan and 50 in other Great Lakes States
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Number of Nesting Pairs by Location - 2015
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A yearly average of 1.5-2.0 fledglings per pair, for 5 years
and
10-year projections indicate that the population will be stable,
or continue to grow.




Great Lakes: Average Number of Chicks Fledged/Pair
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Protection and long-term maintenance of essential breeding
and wintering habitat are ensured.




Genetic diversity within the population is adequate




Agreements and funding mechanisms are in place
for long-term protection and management activities




Helping Piping Plovers






















Releasing Captive-reared Chicks




Piping Plover Research

To Aid Recovery




Some important things we’ve learned
by banding Piping Plovers

‘Breeding separation of the three Piping Plover Populations
‘Mate and nest site fidelity

‘Longevity

‘Mortality rates and causes

‘Wintering locations

‘Migration routes

‘Dispersal from natal sites

Critical habitat requirements

*Genetic Diversity in the Population

-Sex ratios at hatching and fledging




Banding Chicks




Banding Chicks
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Banding Chicks




Banding Adult Plovers - Potter Trap




Banding Adult Plovers
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JAS the

Plover world
turns




Ob:X,b (aka Rocky)

Slow start to success
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Migration Speed Record










44.5 Hours
About 1,385 Miles

Average 31 MPH
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*Clean up any ge ' _ ge
«Don't feed gulls, crows
“Report sightings of Piping
known nests (no plover fenci
«Volunteer to help monitor Pi
survey beaches

*\Volunteer to help with Botulism E beach patrols

*To volunteer or report observations call: 231-326-4751
*Report banded plovers on winter range to plover@umn.edu



