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LEELANAU COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING SAFETY 
8527 E. Government Center Dr., Suite 109  Suttons Bay, Michigan 49682 

Phone (231) 256-9806 FAX (231) 256-8333 
e-mail: buildingsafety@leelanau.gov  website: www.leelanau.gov 

 
 
 

Date: March 22, 2024 

From: Amber Weber, Building Official 

To: Members of the Construction Board of Appeals 

Subject: Appeal by Stephen Stier, President of the Leelanau County Historical Preservation 
Society regarding the 2018 Michigan Plumbing Code, Section 403.1 regarding minimum 
number of fixtures for bathrooms in an Assembly Use building. 

 
Mr. Stephen Stier has filed an appeal on behalf of the Leelanau County Historical Preservation Society 
regarding the requirements for bathrooms to be added to the Leelanau County “Poor Farm” Barn for it 
be used as an Assembly Use building. This is in response to a pre-construction meeting held at the 
Building Safety Department on July 20, 2023. 
 
Mr. Stier attended the meeting with Architect Michael Leaveck to discuss changing the use of the Barn to 
an A-3 Assembly. The enclosed appeal application from Mr. Stier indicates on page one that the 
organization is still “Asking for A-3” as the use group for the Barn. The enclosed code sections indicate 
the minimum number of fixtures required for this use. To use the building as proposed, bathrooms are 
required. There are no exceptions to this requirement.  
 
During discussion at the meeting, it was decided by Mr. Stier and Mr. Leaveck to put the change of use on 
pause until further funding could be received. In the meantime, my department stated that ONLY tours 
could continue and that NO events, seating, or food were allowed. At the close of the meeting, my 
department requested an affidavit from Mr. Stier stating this. This affidavit was received on August 22, 
2023. 
 
Please refer to the enclosed documents for copies of documents from the Building Safety Department 
related to the July office meeting, applicable code sections, a copy of the lease agreement between 
Leelanau County and the Leelanau County Historical Preservation Society and the appeal application 
from Mr. Stier. 
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Last Action:

08/22/2023Last Inspection:Last Action Date:

Pre-Construction Meeting to discuss Poor Barn

Complaint:

ResolvedStatus:08/22/2023Date Closed:06/23/2023Date Filed:

Enforcement Information

Phone:Filer:

(517) 648 2933Phone:Leelanau County Historic Preservation SocietyOccupant:

Phone:COUNTY OF LEELANAUOwner:

Name Information

Block:Lot:MAPLE CITY MI, 49664

Subdivision:1110 W BURDICKVILLE RD007-004-013-00

Property Information

BuildingEnforcement | E23-0091

08/22/2023Completed:08/22/2023Scheduled:

CompliedResult:CompletedStatus:

Enforcement follow up Inspection | Amber Weber

Comments:

Check for affidavit from Steve Stier. See attached e-mail communication.Scheduling Comment

08/22/2023Completed:08/22/2023Scheduled:

CompliedResult:CompletedStatus:

Enforcement document Inspection | Amber Weber

Comments:

Received affidavit via e-mail from Steve Stier.Scheduling Comment

07/20/2023Completed:07/20/2023Scheduled:

Partially CompliedResult:CompletedStatus:

Meeting Inspection | Curt McNitt

Comments:

8:30 office meeting with Michael Leaveck, Steve Steir and inspectors to discuss Poor Barn Alteration.Scheduling Comment

See notes from Amber

07/20/2023Completed:07/20/2023Scheduled:

Partially CompliedResult:CompletedStatus:

Meeting Inspection | Charles Sessoms

Comments:

8:30 office meeting with Michael Leaveck, Steve Steir and inspectors to discuss Poor Barn Alteration.Scheduling Comment

07/20/2023Completed:07/20/2023Scheduled:

No ChangeResult:CompletedStatus:

Meeting Inspection | John Schaub

Comments:

8:30 office meeting with Michael Leaveck, Steve Steir and inspectors to discuss Poor Barn Alteration.Scheduling Comment

07/20/2023Completed:07/20/2023Scheduled:

Partially CompliedResult:CompletedStatus:

Meeting Inspection | Amber Weber

Comments:

8:30 office meeting with Michael Leaveck, Steve Steir and inspectors to discuss Poor Barn Alteration.Scheduling Comment
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Met in the office with Architect, Michael Leaveck and Steve Steir to discuss possible change of use to County Poor Barn. They
would like to hold events here, would be an A-3 use. Cost is high to add the bathrooms, looking to see if they could continue
with porta johns until funding is complete.

If they proceed with the change of use, bathrooms would need to be completed before holding any events. Would plan to
have an occupant load of 100 or less, used 6 months of the year and approximately 4 events during the season. Would be
some flexibility under the Rehab code for requirement to have bathroom on 2nd floor, exit signage and egress.

During discussion, it was decided to put the change of use on pause until funding is received. Will continue with tours ONLY,
NO events allowed. No seating or food allowed. Steve will send an affidavit to this effect and the pending application will be
canceled.

06/29/2023Completed:06/29/2023Scheduled:

CanceledResult:CanceledStatus:

Meeting Inspection | Amber Weber

Comments:

6/23 Michael from LTD Architects called to schedule pre construciton mtg regarding the Poor Barn.  June 29 at 9am

Michael Leavek from LTD Architects:  866-1317   michael@ltdarchitects.com
Steven Steir from Preservation Society.  (Michael will coordinate with him)

6-29-23. Meeting cancelled due to office scheduling conflict. Called and left a message notifying Michael at 8:05AM.
Requested he call back to reschedule for after July 4th if wanting to meet in person. Can also send us the plans with any
questions and we can respond electronically or hold a phone conference. Also called and talked to Steve Stier (517-648-
2933) gave him the same information. He will get with Michael and then get back with us. aw

Scheduling Comment

06/29/2023Completed:06/29/2023Scheduled:

CanceledResult:CanceledStatus:

Meeting Inspection | Charles Sessoms

Comments:

6/23 Michael from LTD Architects called to schedule pre construciton mtg regarding the Poor Barn.  June 29 at 9am

Michael Leavek from LTD Architects:  866-1317   michael@ltdarchitects.com
Steven Steir from Preservation Society.

6-29-23. Meeting cancelled due to office scheduling conflict. Called and left a message notifying Michael at 8:05AM.
Requested he call back to reschedule for after July 4th if wanting to meet in person. Can also send us the plans with any
questions and we can respond electronically or hold a phone conference. Also called and talked to Steve Stier (517-648-
2933) gave him the same information. He will get with Michael and then get back with us. aw

Scheduling Comment

06/29/2023Completed:06/29/2023Scheduled:

CanceledResult:CanceledStatus:

Meeting Inspection | John Schaub

Comments:

6/23 Michael from LTD Architects called to schedule pre construciton mtg regarding the Poor Barn.  June 29 at 9am

Michael Leavek from LTD Architects:  866-1317   michael@ltdarchitects.com
Steven Steir from Preservation Society.

6-29-23. Meeting cancelled due to office scheduling conflict. Called and left a message notifying Michael at 8:05AM.
Requested he call back to reschedule for after July 4th if wanting to meet in person. Can also send us the plans with any
questions and we can respond electronically or hold a phone conference. Also called and talked to Steve Stier (517-648-
2933) gave him the same information. He will get with Michael and then get back with us. aw

Scheduling Comment

06/29/2023Completed:06/29/2023Scheduled:

CanceledResult:CanceledStatus:

Meeting Inspection | Curt McNitt

Comments:
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6/23 Michael from LTD Architects called to schedule pre construciton mtg regarding the Poor Barn.  June 29 at 9am

Michael Leavek from LTD Architects:  866-1317   michael@ltdarchitects.com
Steven Steir from Preservation Society.

6-29-23. Meeting cancelled due to office scheduling conflict. Called and left a message notifying Michael at 8:05AM.
Requested he call back to reschedule for after July 4th if wanting to meet in person. Can also send us the plans with any
questions and we can respond electronically or hold a phone conference. Also called and talked to Steve Stier (517-648-
2933) gave him the same information. He will get with Michael and then get back with us. aw

Scheduling Comment
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