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APPROVED 

Centerville Township Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting  

February 24, 2020 

Centerville Township Hall 

 

Call to Order:  Tim Johnson, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.  

 

Attendance:  Present:  Tim Johnson, Mike Scharpf, Lindy Kellogg, Dan Hubbell, Jamie Damm. 

Absent: None. Staff Present: Zoning Administrator Tim Cypher, Recording Secretary Dana 

Boomer 

 

Agenda:   The PC reviewed the agenda. Motion to approve agenda as presented by Hubbell, 

second by Damm.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Public Comment: None 

 

Conflict of Interest: None 

 

Revise/Approve Minutes: The PC reviewed the draft minutes of the January 27, 2020 regular 

meeting. A typo was fixed on page 2. Motion to approve the January 27, 2020 regular 

meeting minutes as amended by Hubbell, second by Kellogg. All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Report from Township Board Representative: Hubbell reported that the board has discussed 

nothing regarding PC business. Beth Chiles has been appointed as the new clerk. 

 

Report from ZBA Representative: Damm and Cypher reported that there were no meetings 

and nothing in the pipeline. 

 

Report from Zoning Administrator:  

  

• Cypher had previously distributed his January report. In January, two land use 

permits were issued. There was also a fee for a MCL violation for a total of $100 

in income. There are currently three ongoing zoning violations. The PC and staff 

briefly discussed. Two civil infractions were issued for people living in RVs. 

• The Zoning Ordinance changes became effective yesterday. Updated electronic 

copies will be distributed to the PC shortly, and print copies at the next meeting. 

 

Zoning/Planning Issues: 

 

French Valley Vineyards Site Plan Review – Cypher had previously emailed the submittal and 

updated documents for French Valley Vineyards to the PC. Sarah Keever, a consultant on the 

project, was present for the applicants. This property includes two separate Special Use Permits, 

one existing permit for the event barn approved in 2015, and the proposed one for the 

winery/tasting room to be located in an existing building. The site is a 70 acre property with 



 

2 

 

existing plantings of orchards and vineyards, and existing wine production facilities. There is no 

plan to cross-populate patrons between the two SUP facilities.  

 

Keever summarized the proposed changes to the existing building for the winery/tasting room. 

Most of the changes will be interior. There will also be a 40’ x 40’ patio area near the existing 

winery building for outdoor tastings. Keever summarized the areas for parking, which include 

both regular parking, bus parking, and overflow parking. There will be no parking on the road. 

They are reaching out to the Health Department and Fire Chief for reviews. The Road 

Commission requirements have already been satisfied by the existing commercial driveway. 

There is separate parking for the event barn under the existing SUP.  The PC and Keever 

discussed internal directional signage on the property and signage along the road – road signage 

will abide by the sign ordinance. Keever discussed the buffering of the building from 

surrounding properties – there is substantial vegetative buffering to the east, west, and south. 

There is no vegetative buffering to the north, but there is topographical buffering and no nearby 

residences.  

 

The PC and Keever discussed the existing entries and exits from the property. Keever will 

discuss these with the Fire Chief in order to make sure there is enough room for safe entrance 

and exit and movement of emergency vehicles.  

 

The PC determined to hold a public hearing for French Valley Vineyards at the March meeting. 

The public hearing will be scheduled for 6:30 pm on March 23. Hubbell moved to hold a 

public hearing at 6:30 pm on March 23. Kellogg seconded. All in favor, motion carried. 

 

PC Bylaws Revision – The PC reviewed the bylaws since the last meeting. They discussed 

changes to the bylaws. Final changes were:  

 

Section 2.2 – Change to “Prepare, review, and recommend changes to the Master Plan as 

appropriate.” 

Section 2.4 – Strike “all” 

Section 2.6 - Add “Necessary training is mandated by the Township Board Continuing 

Education, Meeting Attendance and Travel Reimbursement Policy.” 

Section 3.1 – Add “All members will be sworn in by the Township Supervisor or Township 

Clerk.” 

Section 3.4 – Added “and shall not vote on matters before the ZBA if they have voted on the 

matter as a Planning Commissioner” to the end of last sentence. 

Section 3.5.1 – Added “3. If a member participates in ex parte communication, they must report 

it at the next Planning Commission meeting and they may be requested to recuse themselves.” 

Section 3.5.6.4 – Strike “Shall not solicit or accept a gift or loan of money of money, goods, 

services or other things of value for his/her benefit.” – This is a duplicate of 3.5.4.  

  

Scharpf moved, Hubbell seconded to approve the above changes to the Planning 

Commission bylaws, with an effective date of February 24, 2020. All in favor, motion 

carried. 
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Septic Ordinance – The commissioners were to review the Empire Township Septic Ordinance 

prior to this meeting. The PC began the discussion with a conversation regarding whether they 

think that Centerville should have a septic inspection ordinance. Hubbell continues to have 

concerns regarding enforcement and complexity with an ordinance of this sort, as well as the cost 

of such an ordinance. Other members thought many of these issues would be worked out during 

the writing of an ordinance. Johnson, Kellogg and Damm think that an ordinance is needed; 

Damm is especially concerned about lake-front houses and holding tanks. Scharpf had read 

through the Empire Township ordinance and thinks that it was well laid out and organized. 

Johnson agrees that an ordinance is needed.  

 

The commission and staff moved into an extensive discussion of how an ordinance would be 

structured and enforced. The differences between point of sale and point of transfer were 

discussed, as well as how the inspection requirement would be enforced. They also discussed 

who would do the inspections, and what would be considered as a septic failure. The PC 

continued the discussion at to whether the ordinance was needed and, if so, what subset of 

houses should be inspected. Damm and Kellogg would like to see an ordinance that over time 

requires that all houses be inspected, not just those sold or transferred.   

 

The commission began a review of the Empire Township Septic Inspection Ordinance. If this 

ordinance was adopted in Centerville, the PC would like to see the following changes:  

 

Statement of Intent Section –  

Add “lakes and watersheds” to item 2 of goals.  

Rewrite item 3 of goals to read “To ensure that all onsite water supply systems” 

Remove “at the time a property is sold or title to that property is transferred to another owner” 

 

The commission would be interested in gathering public comment on what people would like to 

see in a septic inspection ordinance. They would be like to see if it’s possible to send out a 

request for comment to the Supervisor’s mailing list and possibly the Lake Leelanau Lake 

Association Centerville membership. The commission extensively discussed what questions 

could be asked. No final decision was made.  

 

Public Comment – None 

 

Next Meeting Date: The next meeting is scheduled for March 23, 2020. This will include the 

public hearing for French Valley Vineyards and the regular meeting.   

 

Adjournment:  Johnson moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 PM, Hubbell seconded. All 

in favor, motion passed. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,   

 

Dana Boomer 

Recording Secretary 


