
From: Derith Smith
To: Maggie Bacon; Linda Chase; Bob Chase; March Dye; Carey A. Ford; Sue Palmer; Thomas Rademacher; Meg

Walton; Chris Webb
Subject: Fwd: Comments on STR Ordinance Draft
Date: Thursday, March 28, 2024 11:48:56 AM

FYI
Derith A. Smith
Empire Village Clerk
11518 S LaCore St., PO Box 253
Empire, MI 49630
231-326-5466
PLEASE NOTE: All correspondence to and from this address is subject to the Michigan
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and may be disclosed to third parties. 

---------- Original Message ----------
From: Donna Haiderer <haidererdl@aol.com>
To: "clerk@villageofempire.com" <clerk@villageofempire.com>
Date: 03/28/2024 10:08 AM EDT
Subject: Comments on STR Ordinance Draft
My General Comments on 3/26/24 STR Ordinance Draft:
1. Definition of "Event" needs work.  The Draft Ordinance just says
"Events" are not allowed.  That is a very broad category that could include
a family of 4 celebrating their son's birthday, or 6 women renting for a
Scrapbooking Weekend.  Please update this definition to align with the
committee's intent.  For reference, Airbnb does not allow Parties - which
are identified as a "gathering that occurs and causes significant disruption
to neighbors and surrounding community".  
2. Guidelines are required around "Maximum Occupancy".  Should this
number include children?  Infants?  Only overnight guests?  If I am renting
to a maximum occupancy of 6 people and I stop by to visit ... have we
exceeded the Maximum Occupancy?
3. The timing for issuing Licenses must be adjusted earlier.   My 2024
reservations were opened May 1 2023.  And the entire 2024 was fully
reserved by October 2023.  For 2025, I would want to have the License by
May 1, 2024.  Others, with larger homes, may require even earlier timing!
4. Consider deleting the requirement to have STRs meet all Building
Safety Codes.  These codes are updated on a regular basis, typically
every three years.  The Building Authority does not require a home owner
to "keep up" with code changes.  
Donna Haiderer
10342 W Niagara
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