
KASSON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

Monday, October 16, 2023; 7:00 pm 
Kasson Township Hall 

10988 S. Newman Road, Maple City, MI 49664 
MINUTES 

 

I. Call Meeting to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 
Chairman Roush called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
II. Roll Call of Commissioners and Staff 
A. Present: Jerry Roush, Chairman; Mike Lanham, Vice Chairman; Chuck Schaeffer, Secretary; 
Dave Noonan, Commissioner 
B. Excused: Tad Carter, Township Board Rep 
C. Staff: Dana Boomer, Township Clerk (acting as Recording Secretary) 
 
Roush stated that he believes some of the audience is present due to the proposed 
housekeeping cabin park on Tower Road. No application for that use has been received by the 
Zoning Administrator, and there will be no discussion regarding the use by the Planning 
Commission tonight. Others in the audience may be here due to the proposed definitions for 
farm stands/farm markets. This was discussed at the last meeting, and it was determined by 
motion that no further discussion on the topic will be held by the Planning Commission. There 
will be no discussion on this topic by the Planning Commission tonight. All members of the 
audience are welcome to speak on any topic during the public comment portions of the agenda 
tonight. 
 
III. Consideration of Agenda  
Roush asked for a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Lanham asked for a public 
comment to be added before correspondence as item 3.a – this was an oversight from the draft 
agenda. Lanham moved to add item 3.a, Public Comment, to the agenda, Noonan seconded. 
All in favor, motion carried. Schaeffer stated that it seems that fairly frequently a Special Use 
Permit comes before the Planning Commission that involves noise. He would like to consider 
adding to the discussion on potential Zoning Ordinance changes a discussion on noise, either as 
a standalone noise ordinance or as an addition to the ZO section on Special Use Permits. This 
will be discussed as part of the Old Business Zoning Ordinance Amendments for PC Review. 
Schaeffer moved to approve the agenda as amended; Lanham seconded. All in favor, motion 
carried. 
 
III.a – Public Comment 
 
Agnes Carter submitted a letter to the Planning Commission (see attached), regarding farm 
stands and farm markets in Kasson Township. She summarized the letter into the record. She 



wishes the Planning Commission to rewrite and update zoning ordinance language pertaining to 
farm markets, farm stands, retail stores and agritourism within Kasson Township.  
 
Mary Shimek – She appreciates that the Planning Commission discussed the issue of farm 
stands and farm markets, and determined to no longer consider it. She would like Mrs. Carter’s 
statement struck from the record, as this issue is no longer being discussed. 
 
Jerry Konczel – He went to look at the property where the housekeeping cabin park is proposed. 
It is a very sloping piece of land; there will need to be a lot of excavating, road building, land 
moving, and tree clearing needed. It sounds like there is going to be some fairly substantial 
removal of vegetation there.  
 
Matt Tarsa – He owns the property abutting the east side of the property where the 
housekeeping cabin park is proposed. He agrees that there should be concern regarding the 
erosion on this property. The amount of land clearing needed will lead to vegetation die off and 
erosion. He is also concerned about people messing with the communications tower, which 
provides emergency services communication service. 
 
Tom Wolf – He is concerned about the traffic at the proposed housekeeping cabin park. The 
roads are barely up to the current traffic, much less the traffic that would be generated by 40 
cabins. 
 
Barry Krull – He and his wife have a farm stand at the corner of Nash Road and Burdickville 
Road. That farm stand income provides part of their income, and he wants to be able to sell 
things grown or produced by his grandkids at the stand. He had to spend quite a bit of money to 
get his stand and compost operation approved by the township and MDARD, and they have had 
many compliments on his stand. He thinks it’s great that there are more farm stands going into 
the area.  
 
Andria Bufka – She has a farm stand on Burdickville Road. She agrees with Mary Shimek, and 
doesn’t know why this keeps coming up, given the decision at the Planning Commission 
meeting last month. This was all new news to her at the Township Board meeting last week, but 
she has time to consider and research this over the last week. Agritourism is a good thing, and 
she wishes there were more farm stands in Kasson Township. There seems to be a big complaint 
about people buying and reselling things, but as far as she knows, the majority of the things 
sold at farm stands are produced in Kasson Township. This is a family squabble that is taking up 
way too many township resources, and she is frustrated by it. She is compliant with the 
ordinance and MDARD standards, and so are most of the stands in Kasson Township. She is tired 
of having to make public comments on this topic. 
 
IV. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest – None 
 
V. Approval of Minutes – September 18, 2023 



Roush asked for a motion to approve the minutes of September 18, 2023 as presented. Lanham 
asked to have the first paragraph of Old Business changed from “farm markets” to “farm stands” 
in two locations. Noonan moved to approve the minutes of September 18, 2023 as amended, 
Lanham seconded. All in favor (Schaeffer abstained), motion carried. 
 
VI. Correspondence Received - None 
 
VII. Area Reports 
A. Chairperson - Chairman Roush – no report 
B. Secretary - Commissioner Schaeffer – Schaeffer reported that the technology committee met 
and discussed the new internet provider in the township. It appears that the committee is likely 
finished with discussions on topic, given the new provider. There does not appear to be 
anything more the township needs to explore on this topic. 
C. Township Board - Commissioner Carter – absent 
D. Zoning Board of Appeals - Commissioner Noonan – Noonan reported regarding the ZBA 
meeting for the Enduro event. The meeting was primarily a fact-finding meeting, and there will 
be another meeting for deliberation and decision making in approximately a month after 
additional materials are gathered.  
E. Zoning Administrator – ZA Cypher - Cypher’s ZA reports had been previously emailed to the 
PC, and will be available on the website.  
 
VIII. New Business 

A. Leelanau Redi-Mix Initial Meeting (Renewal) – Mark McKellar, attorney for the applicant, 
spoke regarding the application for renewal for Leelanau Redi-Mix. There have been no 
substantial changes since the last approval. There are no proposed changes to the site 
plan, and the escrow funds are on deposit with the township. Cypher will be scheduling 
a site visit. A public hearing can be set for November. Lanham moved to schedule a 
public hearing for the renewal of the Leelanau Redi-Mix Special Use Permit for the 
November 20, 2023 meeting. Schaeffer seconded. All in favor, motion carried.  

B. Parking Ordinance – The Township Board has requested that the PC consider the 
development of a Parking Ordinance. Roush spoke briefly with Cypher on this topic. 
Cypher has a number of different parking ordinances that he can bring to the Planning 
Commission. Roush questioned why what will likely be a police power ordinance is being 
discussed by the Planning Commission. Lanham suggested respectfully sending it back to 
the Township Board, and Cypher can provide the draft ordinances to the Board to 
discuss. Noonan agreed. There was consensus that this would be better discussed at the 
Township Board level.  

 
IX. Old Business 

 
A. Zoning Ordinance Amendments for PC Review 

 
Cypher had previously reported there are no updates on this process, and he is currently 
working on the notes from the previous meeting.  



 
The PC agreed to table the remainder of the discussion on the Zoning Ordinance 
amendments until November. Schaeffer moved to table the discussion of the Zoning 
Ordinance until November; Lanham seconded. All in favor, motion carried.  
 
a. Noise 

 
The PC had a brief discussion regarding a potential noise ordinance or inclusion of a 
section regarding noise in the Zoning Ordinance. Roush asked if there was 
information from the sound engineer on the Lively project that could be used? 
Schaeffer stated that there are likely noise ordinances in other municipalities that 
could be useful for Kasson Township; and the township that includes Pine Knob may 
be a good resource to use. There are a number of technical issues that would need 
to be discussed in such an ordinance, whether it is a police power ordinance or a 
section in the Zoning Ordinance.  
 
Schaeffer asked for it to be added to the minutes to request that Carter ask the 
Township Board what their thoughts are on a noise ordinance, either stand alone or 
as part of the Zoning Ordinance.  

 
X. Public Comment –  
Jerry Konczel – Anyone using a GPS to get to the proposed housekeeping cabin park from 
Traverse City is going to be driving on Tower Road, and this could cause issues due to people 
driving too fast. He is also concerned about trespassing on neighboring properties and people 
messing with the communications tower. 
 
Mike Lane – Regarding the sound ordinance exploration, the township should be very careful 
with this. There are a lot of technical issues that go into noise ordinances, and the township 
should be careful to not bite off more than they can chew.  
 
XI. Comments from the Commissioners – None  
 
XII. Next Meeting - Monday, November 20, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
XIII. Adjournment 
Chairman Roush asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Schaeffer moved to adjourn the 
meeting, Lanham seconded. All in favor, motion carried.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:43 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dana Boomer 
Township Clerk 
  



 



 



 



 


