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APPROVED 
July 13, 2020 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  Supervisor Julian called the regular meeting of the Kasson Township Board to order 
at 7:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
ROLL CALL:   Members Present: Greg Julian – Supervisor, Dana Boomer - Clerk, Beth Noonan – 

Treasurer, Roger Noonan – Trustee, Tad Carter - Trustee 
Member(s) Absent: None 
Staff Present:  Sheree Nelson, Tim Cypher  
 

AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA – Carter asked to discuss transitory bee yards under New Business. He 
asked that Julian give an update on the Kasson Center Road project under his supervisor’s report. 
Boomer moved to approve the agenda as amended. B. Noonan seconded. All in favor, motion 
carried.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: Jerry Mansur stated that when he drove past the Elmers pit the other day, there 
was no obvious dust control. He suggested that this be taken into consideration at the upcoming SUP 
renewals.  
 
MINUTES – The board discussed the minutes from the regular meeting on June 8, 2020 and the 
special meeting on June 22, 2020. R. Noonan moved, Carter seconded to approve the June 8, 2020 
regular meeting minutes as presented. All in favor, motion carried. 
 
R. Noonan moved, Carter seconded to approve the June 22, 2020 special meeting minutes as 
presented. All in favor, motion carried. 

 
PERTINENT COMMUNICATIONS: None 
 
PRESENTATION: Chet Janik was at the meeting to present regarding the renewal of the senior 
services millage on the August ballot.  Leelanau County has the highest average age in the state - 43% 
of residents are over the age of 60. This millage was started in 2002, and has been renewed each 
time since. The only difference between this millage and the last one is the time period – the request 
has gone from 2 years to 4 years. It was previously 6 years. Many of Leelanau County’s seniors fall 
below the poverty line. Many of the events and services the county provides are cost-neutral or paid 
for by donations, but some taxpayer funds are needed, to be paid for by this millage – all monies 
raised by the millage go directly to services provided. The Senior Services program has been providing 
over 300 extra meals per week during the COVID19 shutdown, paid for mostly by donations and 
some of which were purchased from local restaurants. Leelanau County is the only county in 
northern Michigan where there is no waiting list for Meals on Wheels. Janik asked for the support of 
the community for the continuance of these programs, through voting for the millage in August. 
Senior Services is also working towards a partnership with the VA that will allow additional help for 
veterans, especially senior veterans, in the county. The Senior Services also assists with mobility and 
safety supplies for any community members that need them.  
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS:  

a) TREASURER’S REPORT: B. Noonan presented the treasurer’s report to the board. Receipts total 
$1,452.06. Disbursements $14,478.21. Balance $445,992.83. Nelson and B. Noonan stated that 
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the clerk’s books and treasurer’s books are in balance. Boomer moved, R. Noonan seconded to 
accept the Treasurer’s Report. All in favor, motion carried.  
 

b) BUDGET REPORT: Boomer and Nelson presented the budget report through June 2020. The board 
briefly discussed. B. Noonan moved, R. Noonan seconded to accept the budget report as 
presented. All in favor, motion carried.  
 

c) BILL APPROVAL – Boomer and Nelson presented the check detail. The board briefly discussed. B. 
Noonan moved to pay the bills as presented; seconded by Carter. All in favor, motion carried.  

 
PERMITS REPORT: B. Noonan presented the permit report for June – there were four land use 
permits issued.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  

 

a. Deerings ZBA Appeal – Cypher has been working on this, and is in contact with Deerings. 
MDARD has received an application from Deerings regarding an approval for composting. 
Cypher stated that his contacts with MDARD have stated that this application will likely be 
denied. This item will be removed from the agenda, and covered under future ZA reports.  
 

b. Leelanau Coffee Roasters (LCR) – Cypher has been completing site visits. LCR has been working 
on changes to the roasters.  

 

c. Cemeteries – No progress has been made on the fence or by Deerings on the tree removal. 
Boomer and Hulbert have been discussing some minor maintenance issues. Boomer then 
covered the issues related to the East Kasson Cemetery. Micah Deegan finished the title search, 
which showed the land being titled to a group that no longer exists. He recommended that if the 
township wished to proceed with gaining title, they go through a quiet title action. At that time, 
it could be discussed whether the township would maintain the cemetery or whether a private 
group would. Boomer recommended hiring Figura Law Office in Empire to do a quiet title action 
for the East Kasson Cemetery, as Dick Figura has recent experience with both cemeteries and 
quiet title actions, having worked most recently on the re-discovered cemetery in the National 
Park in Glen Arbor Township. There was minor discussion of the ownership and maintenance of 
the East Kasson Cemetery and other cemeteries in the township. R. Noonan moved to complete 
a quiet title action through Dick Figura’s office. Carter seconded. All in favor, motion carried. 
 

d. Township Hall Sign – Julian stated that the person he was going to approach regarding the sign 
has been out of communication due to family issues. Julian will continue pursuing this. Julian 
also discussed the issue with the Road Commission. The board had consensus that the township 
would take over mowing the corner once a sign was installed.   
 

e. Township Hall Maintenance – Underwood completed the work that was approved at the June 
meeting. Underwood noticed a substantial mice issue while he was working at the hall. Chemical 
Control provided a quote for exterior bait boxes, with four boxes purchased for $25 each, and 
then maintenance for $70/year plus $1 per bait (up to 8 baits per box). B. Noonan moved to 
contract with Chemical Control for mice control at the hall. R. Noonan seconded. All in favor, 
motion carried. 
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f. Other Unfinished Business - None  
 

NEW BUSINESS –  
 

a. Speed Limit Change Petition – Jerry Mansur has submitted a petition with 9 signatures 
requesting the reduction of the speed limit from 55 to 45 on Coleman Road from the top of the 
hill to the intersection of Burdickville Road. Julian explained that the first step in this process is 
the township board, which then, if approved, would go to the County Road Commission, then 
the state, which could decide to commission a transportation study. Julian stated that in 
preliminary conversations with the higher bodies, number of driveways is important. Julian and 
Mansur reported that the sheriff’s office had placed a radar/speed sign on the hill. Julian stated 
that he had contacted the sheriff’s department and road commission to get additional 
information on the accidents and speeds of travel in the area, but had not yet heard back. 
Mansur said that since the radar/speed sign had been placed on the hill, he had seen a 
noticeable decrease in the speed of traffic.  Julian would like to see more information before a 
decision is made. Carter asked to table the discussion until more information is received.  
 
Cypher stated that when the state does a transportation study, if the average speed is found to 
be at 55 or above, the state will not recommend a reduction in the speed limit. Mansur said that 
he had some other alternatives to a speed reduction, including a permanent solar powered 
speed sign, the posting of a residential area or school bus stop ahead sign, or more 
enforcement. He is the most concerned about the small children that get on and off the bus at 
the bottom of the hill. Cypher stated that the township board can make recommendations to 
the Road Commission regarding additional signage. The board had consensus to table the 
conversation until August.  
 

b. Transitory Bee Yards – Carter stated that he has been keeping honey bees in the area since 
1968. Over the years, migratory beekeepers have brought in bees from other states that have 
brought diseases with them. Carter summarized the history of beekeeping and bee 
diseases/pests in the area. Carter would like to see the township have an ordinance where 
transitory bee yards (bees that are being brought in for fruit pollination and then staged on local 
landowner property for the summer) were required to register with the township. He feels that 
this would allow the township to request that these yards be kept at a certain distance from 
each other, and possibly allow for action to be taken if people are stung by bees from transitory 
yards. 
 
Cypher stated that he has spoken with Carter regarding this, and has spoken with MDARD. 
MDARD told Cypher that a township ordinance would not be enforceable if it was more 
restrictive than the guidelines in place through MDARD. Boomer has concerns regarding 
enforceability and liability on the part of the township through an ordinance of this sort. The 
board continued a brief discussion, and then had consensus to table the discussion until the 
next meeting, when Carter will bring additional information and ideas. 
 

c. Other New Business - None 
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REPORTS:  Planning Commission (PC) – Carter reported that the June meeting covered the proposed 
storage units on M-72. This SUP application was approved with conditions. The PC also had a brief 
discussion on the amendments to the Master Plan.  
 
Zoning Administrator (ZA) – Cypher summarized his reports. He has been following up with Leelanau 
Coffee Roasters. Regarding the storage unit SUP, the owner is interested in doing a site condominium 
for the storage buildings, which are not allowed in the commercial district at this time. The PC has 
heard from the applicant regarding his interest, and may continue the discussion regarding an 
amendment to the Zoning Ordinance. Cypher has been working with legal counsel on this topic, and 
will continue to pursue the issue.  Cypher is also looking into two complaints on which he has sent 
letters to the property owners – one a junk complaint and one regarding external storage at a storage 
business.  
 
Supervisor – Julian summarized his activities for the month. He will be out of the area the 18th 
through the 26th of July. Regarding Kasson Center Road, Julian has been in touch with the Road 
Commission, who is saying that it will likely be paved in the month of September. The board 
discussed. Carter asked that Keith Moore from the Road Commission be present at the August 
meeting.  
 
Regarding the gravel issue in Lansing, there was a committee meeting two weeks ago with no action 
taken, and there may be an additional committee meeting in the upcoming weeks. The legislature 
has been on break and focused on COVID lately. Julian will continue to monitor this.  
 
Assessor – Krombeen has been focused on paperwork; field work has been hindered due to COVID-
19.  

 
Fire Board – Julian stated that the department has had a fairly quiet month. This month’s meeting 
will be held via Zoom.  
 
Clerk/Elections Report – Boomer reported that election work is proceeding. Election workers will be 
appointed at an Election Commission meeting after this meeting – there are going to be five working 
the August election, due to extra cleaning needed for COVID precautions and the fact that Boomer 
cannot work the election because she is on the ballot. Supplies are being purchased, and absentee 
ballots are being sent out at a rate substantially higher than previous elections. Boomer has reached 
out to the audit firm regarding a final date for the audit, but has not yet heard back.    
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: Hall Use and Buildings and Grounds Reports – The Davis Lake Association will 
be holding a meeting at the hall in August. The board briefly discussed the cleaning schedule.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: Don Drabik – Regarding the sign out front, about a month ago it was down, and 
he stopped and put it back up. His background is in commercial art and design, and he is willing to 
help with the design of the sign, if the board is interested in that. The board had consensus that 
Julian will work with Drabik, Underwood and others to expedite the design and installation of the 
sign. R. Noonan moved to approve up to $2,500 for the design and installation of the sign, Boomer 
seconded. All in favor, motion carried.  
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Drabik also said that he received a call from the Glen Lake Association regarding the tree cutting on 
Coleman Road. The GLA is possibly interested in working with the township to control the expansion 
of gravel pits.  
 
Jerry Mansur stated that he would like to be able to pay his taxes by credit card. The board briefly 
discussed. The board had consensus that B. Noonan would ask Julia Carter if this was something she 
would look into, possibly working with Julie Krombeen to see if there is an add-on to the BS&A 
software. The board is not interested in taking cards if the township would be responsible for the fee 
to the credit card company.  
 
BOARD COMMENT: None 
 
The next regular meeting will be August 10, 2020 at 7 pm. At this point the meeting is planned to be 
held in person.  
 
Motion by Carter to adjourn, second by B. Noonan/ All in favor, Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned 
at 8:40 PM.   
 
Submitted by:  
Dana Boomer, Township Clerk   
 

 
 

 


