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Why Do We Need a Septic Code?

• Protect public health – Applying the Public Health Code 
• Protect quality of water resources, drinking water supplies, and 

the natural environment 
• Ensure safe operation of sewage systems
• Locate and address potential environmental and public health 

hazards 
• Protect property owners
• Raise level of awareness of onsite sewage systems & sustain 

them as a long-term solution





Source: MSU 
Joan Rose



What were the conclusions?

• Human fecal contamination was affecting 100% of the studied 
river systems.

• Septic systems seem to be the primary driver of fecal bacteria 
levels.

• Pollution arising from septic system discharges are likely more 
important than previously realized. 

• Transport was linked to rain.

Source: MSU Joan Rose











“One great object of Government is the 
personal protection and security of property.”
Alexander Hamilton, at the Constitutional Convention of 1787



Michigan Time of Sale or Transfer Ordinances

Counties

• Barry County

• Benzie County

• Ingham County

• Isabella County

• Kalkaska County

• Macomb County 

• Manistee County 

• Ottawa County 

• Shiawassee County 

• Washtenaw County

Townships:

• Secord Township 

• Glen Arbor Township

• Milton Township 

• Empire Township 

• Cleveland Township 

Villages:

• Village of Elk Rapids

https://www.managingwaterforhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/Ingham-County-TOT.pdf
https://www.managingwaterforhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/Ingham-County-TOT.pdf
https://www.managingwaterforhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/Ingham-County-TOT.pdf
https://www.managingwaterforhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/Ingham-County-TOT.pdf
https://www.managingwaterforhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/Isabella-County-TOT-Regualtion.pdf
https://www.managingwaterforhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/Kalkaska_County_POS_Sanitary_Code.pdf
https://www.managingwaterforhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/Macomb_County_POS_Regulation.pdf
https://www.managingwaterforhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/Manistee_County_POS_Sanitary_Code-1.pdf
https://www.managingwaterforhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/Ottawa-County-Point-of-Sale.pdf
https://www.managingwaterforhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/POS-Ordinance-Shiawase-County.pdf
https://www.managingwaterforhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/Washtenaw-County-TOS-Ordinance.pdf
https://www.managingwaterforhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/Secord-Township-Point-of-Sale.pdf
https://www.managingwaterforhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/GlenArborTOT-Ordinances_1.pdf
https://www.managingwaterforhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/Empire-Township.pdf
https://www.managingwaterforhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/Clevland-Township.pdf
https://www.managingwaterforhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/ADOPTED-ORD-484-Full-Version-VILLAGE-ELK-RAPIDS.pdf


2020 Study Undertaken by Michigan Relators

The impact of water quality and time-of-sale regulations on 
residential property values in Michigan

Conclusion:  “The estimate of the effect of 
the time-of-sale policies on affected 
properties was found to be statistically 
insignificant, and thus it is assumed to be 
equal to zero. “





• 20% of global fresh surface water
• 84% of North America’s fresh 

surface water
• 95% of U.S. fresh surface water

• 750 miles wide
• 94,250 square miles
• 6 quadrillion gallons of 

fresh water
• 10,000 miles of shoreline 



Thank You
Skip Pruss

Email: pruss@5lakesenergy.com
Web: www.ForLoveOfWater.org

mailto:pruss@5lakesenergy.com
http://www.forloveofwater.org/

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Why Do We Need a Septic Code?
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	What were the conclusions?
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	�Michigan Time of Sale or Transfer Ordinances�
	2020 Study Undertaken by Michigan Relators
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16

