
Proposed Amendment to the 2003 Nuisance Ordinance:

All proposed changes are related to Outdoor Lighting:

• 6 definitions are added to update with current lighting terminology (also 
coincides with language used in newer ordinances)

• clarifies attributes of nuisance outdoor lighting

• simplifies the description of outdoor lighting that is considered a 
nuisance 





Ø Exposure to Blue light at night can be harmful to human health
and endanger wildlife (disorients some bird, insect, turtle & fish species). 

Ø Blue light scatters more in the human eye than longer wavelength light.  This 
causes more glare and problems with visual acuity and may impact driving or 
walking at night.  Sufficient levels of blue light can damage the retina.  It has a 
greater impact on circadian rhythms and sleep quality than other light.  

Ø LED and metal halide fixtures contain large amounts of blue light in their 
spectrum.  (important to look at CCT when purchasing)

Ø The American Medical Association encourages the use of 3,000K or lower for 
outdoor lighting. AMA also recommends all outdoor LED lighting should be 
shielded to minimize glare and other detrimental effects to humans and the 
environment.

Ø Blue light brightens the night sky more than any other color of light.

The Color of Light Matters
















