
Please visit below website for more information 
 
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Waterways/shoreline/GreatLakesErosionControl.
html 
 
 
 
Waterway protection 

Placing erosion control structures on Great Lakes 
The area where land and water meet on Lake Michigan and Lake Superior is the most 

critical space for fish and wildlife habitat and for recreational use. Great Lakes 

shorelines have many coastal influences that are more like oceans than our thousands 

of inland lakes. The department understands landowner and municipality concerns 

about structures that may be at risk from bluff and dune erosion on the Great Lakes 

and recognizes the large investments residents have in their homes. Shore protection 

projects are a significant investment and have the potential to impact neighboring 

properties and the nearshore environment. This information can help landowners invest 

wisely and protect the Great Lakes environment.  

 

Determine the requirements for temporary and permanent Great Lakes shoreline projects. 

 

Learn about the processes that cause erosion on the Great Lakes. 

 
 

Owners 

 

• Placing permanent or temporary structures 

• Great Lakes Erosion Control Application Checklist [PDF] 

• Working with Contractors [exit DNR] 

• Find a consultant [exit DNR] 

• Living on the Coast [exit DNR] 

Consultants 

 

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Waterways/shoreline/GreatLakesErosionDetermine.html
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Waterways/shoreline/GreatLakesProcesses.html
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Waterways/shoreline/GreatLakesErosionDetermine.html
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Waterways/documents/PermitDocs/IPs/IP-GreatLakesErosionControlChecklist.pdf
https://www.aqua.wisc.edu/publications/PDFs/WorkingWithEngineersWISCUG12007.pdf
https://readywisconsin.wi.gov/CoastalErosion/WISeaGrant_GreatLakesCoastalEngineeringFirms_7-29-16.pdf
https://aqua.wisc.edu/publications/ProductDetails.aspx?productID=439


• Great Lakes Erosion Control Application 

• Coastal Design Manual [exit DNR] 

• Dredging 

• Great Lakes Erosion Control Application Checklist [PDF] 

Resources 

 

• Great Lakes processes 

• Stabilizing Coastal Slopes [exit DNR] 

• UW Sea Grant [exit DNR] 

• Types of Shore Structures [exit DNR] 

 
 

Contact information 

Questions about placing material in the Great Lakes for erosion control should be 

directed to the water management specialist for your area. 

» County water management specialists 

 

https://permits.dnr.wi.gov/water/SitePages/Waterway%20and%20Wetland%20Permit.aspx
https://coastal.ohiodnr.gov/design
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Waterways/construction/dredging.html
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Waterways/documents/PermitDocs/IPs/IP-GreatLakesErosionControlChecklist.pdf
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Waterways/shoreline/GreatLakesProcesses.html
https://aqua.wisc.edu/publications/ProductDetails.aspx?ProductID=479
https://seagrant.wisc.edu/home/Default.aspx?tabid=39
https://coastal.ohiodnr.gov/shorestructures
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/waterways/contacts.html#county

